The nuclear and missile programs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) have attracted considerable attention on the part of the international community in recent years. This is not only due to the issue of nonproliferation, as it also concerns East Asian regional security and the international relationships among the DPRK, the United States (US), China, the Republic of Korea (ROK), and others. As a close neighbor, China has its own interests and concerns vis-à -vis the DPRK and has played its unique role in handling the DPRK's nuclear and missile programs.
T he E volving H istory of the DPRK 's N uclear P rogram
According to chronologies compiled by research institutes in the United States and elsewhere, the DPRK established a nuclear research facility at Yongbyon in 1964. It received a 2MW IRT-nuclear research reactor from the Soviet Union in May-June 1965, and this research reactor became operational in 1967. On July 20, 1977, the DPRK signed a "Type 66" agreement with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which allowed the IAEA to monitor the Sovietsupplied 2MW IRT-research reactor at Yongbyon. By the early 1980s, the DPRK had started construction of an indigenously designed 5MW graphite-moderated reactor.
1
The DPRK signed the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) on December 12, 1985. Against the background of the completed withdrawal by the US of all its nuclear weapons from the ROK in December 1991, the DPRK and ROK signed the Declaration for a Non-Nuclear Korean peninsula on January 20, 1992. On January 30, 1992, the DPRK signed the IAEA safeguards agreement. After May 12, 1992, the IAEA conducted a number of inspections on nuclear sites in the DPRK.
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After the IAEA challenged the DPRK's claims following the results of these inspections by demanding further inspections and the United States resumed planning for the Team Spirit 1993 joint military exercise with the ROK, the DPRK announced its intention to withdraw from the NPT on March 12, 1993.
On May 11, 1993, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) adopted a resolution calling upon the DPRK to reconsider its announcement. Talks between the United States and the DPRK began on June 1993, and the two countries signed the Agreed Framework on October 21, 1994. Under the terms of the agreement, the DPRK would freeze its nuclear activity in exchange for the new light-water reactors.
The Agreed Framework collapsed in October 2002, when the United States accused the DPRK of running a covert uranium-enrichment program and cut off free fuel oil shipments to the DPRK. The DPRK retaliated by expelling the IAEA inspectors in late 2002 and announced its withdrawal from NPT on January 10, 2003.
In August 2003, the United States, the DPRK, ROK, China, Japan, and Russia started the Six-party talks in Beijing, aimed at persuading the DPRK to abandon its nuclear program in return for economic and diplomatic rewards. On September 19, 2005, the Six-party talks adopted the important Joint Statement, which laid down a road map for the DPRK to abandon its nuclear program. The talks faltered shortly after October 9, 2006, when the DPRK conducted its first nuclear test. The UNSC responded by adopting resolution 1718, enacting a variety of multilateral sanctions on the DPRK. The DPRK announced its decision on April 14, 2009 to withdraw from the Six-party talks and declared its intention to restart plutonium production on June 13, 2009.
The DPRK conducted its second nuclear test on June 25, 2009, and the UNSC responded with Resolution 1874, which intensified sanctions on Pyongyang.
In November 2010, the DPRK unveiled a large uranium-enrichment plant to former US officials and academics. IAEA Director-General Yukiya Amano expressed serious concern about the DPRK's continued construction of a lightwater reactor, which could be used to produce weapons-grade plutonium and highly enriched uranium.
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On April 13, 2012, the DPRK government amended its constitution to formally recognize itself as a "nuclear armed state."
T he D PRK's M issile P rogram
The DPRK started to pursue a ballistic missile capability in the early 1960s. In the late 1970s, its missile program became a national priority equal to that of the nuclear program. In April 1984, the DPRK conducted its first successful test of a Scud-B missile. In June 1990, it conducted its test of a Scud-C missile. In May 1993, the DPRK successfully tested its Rodong-1 ballistic missile.
On August 31, 1998, the DPRK conducted the first flight test of its twostage Taepodong-1 missile with a range of 1,500-2,000 kilometers.
